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The Shootout: Who Are Those Bicycle Riders?

Perhaps you have encountered a large group of bicycle riders while out and about in the Green Valley area.  If this occurred on a Saturday morning on Mission or Duval Mine Roads or on the Nogales Highway you have in all likelihood encountered a ride known as the Shootout.  This ride, which starts and ends near the U of A, consists of an assortment of racers and aspiring racers who have chosen this route and time for its low traffic volume and varying terrain.  At this time of year it may well include national and international pros that have come to the Tucson area for winter training.  These are experienced riders who are comfortable with traffic and complete the 60 mile loop in as little as 2 ½ hours.

The Shootout is but one part of the bicycle scene.  It is just the tip of the iceberg for the racing community and in turn the racing scene is just one aspect of a large community of bicyclists who both live in and visit the Tucson/Eastern Pima County area.    In 2006 this area received a Gold Award from the League of American Bicyclists in recognition of the region’s ability to provide a bicycle friendly environment and is currently vying to reach the Platinum level currently held by only one other city.  This award represents excellence in many areas but they all contribute to a higher quality of life.  This, in turn, can translate into increased property values, business growth and increased tourism.    

Now the problem:  The impact of the Shootout on automobile traffic.  The local Sheriff’s Department has received complaints on several occasions from motorists who have used descriptive phrases such as  “bicycles all over the road” or “bicycles blocking traffic”.  In all likelihood these complaints have some validity.  The rules of the road for bicyclists are clear:  ride no more than two abreast except when passing.  Those of us who live in the Green Valley area have no problem with this rule.  We typically ride in small groups at a moderate recreational pace.  A group of 50, 100, or more racers with their competitive juices flowing during one of the sprint points along the route is less likely to follow the letter of the law.

The Santa Cruz Valley Bicycle Advocacy Committee (SCVBAC) is working on this problem.  The Sheriff's representative to our committee provides us with input and we have used our contacts in the Tucson bicycle community, including the Tucson-Pima County Bicycle Advisory Committee, to voice our concern that further incidents may result in action by law enforcement agencies.  The racing community has made changes in the past to routes and group sizes that have minimized their impact to motor traffic.      We hope to establish a dialog between racers, law enforcement, and concerned citizens that will examine the issue and provide a solution that will provide the experience and training that rides like the Shootout provide but minimize the impact to the community.

The SCVBAC asks area motorists for their support and forbearance.  Consider the value of the time lost in slowing and waiting for a safe place to pass vs the danger of injury and possible loss of life.  Perhaps thinking of a group of bicycles as one slow vehicle might help put the issue in perspective.  Would you call the sheriff to report a tractor on the road traveling up a hill at 15 mph?  Conversely, do not tolerate riding that fragrantly violates the law such as crossing the center line and blocking both traffic lanes.  Report such incidents to law enforcement.

Please visit the SCVBAC website (www.scvbac.org) for further information and for links that provide more information on the Shootout and other area bicycling activities.  Input to our members using the e-mail links will be appreciated.
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